
The Non-denominated Domestic Air Letter Sheets of China: 

A Philatelic Window on Hyperinflation, the Fall of China & the Taiwan Strait Crisis 

 Synopsis 

Scope and Significance.  The exhibit presents the non-denominated domestic air letter sheets that were issued 

between 1948 and 1952 by the Directorate General of Posts (DGP) of the Republic of China (ROC), both while  

on the Chinese mainland and after evacuation to Taiwan.  These are the only such sheets issued by the DGP.  

The exhibit does not address any other types of air letter sheets issued by the DGP. 

Aside from being among the earliest, if not the earliest, examples of non-denominated postal stationery, these 

sheets were among the earliest responses of the DGP to the hyperinflation then beginning to accelerate in 

China, a hyperinflation the effects of which on modern world history are comparable only to that of post-

World War I Germany.  

One of these sheets relates directly to a number of events which themselves possessed outsize importance 

throughout the 1950’s and thereafter.  Even after the ROC evacuated to Taiwan, it still controlled islands 

offshore of Chekiang and Fukien Provinces (including Quemoy and Matsu).  Battles for control of these islands 

periodically broke out between the People’s Republic of China (PRC) and the ROC.  While Truman initially 

stated that the United States would not intervene in an attack by the PRC on the ROC, this changed with the 

outbreak of the Korean War on June 25, 1950.  On June 27, he ordered the U.S. Navy’ Seventh Fleet into the 

Taiwan Strait.  When ROC/PRC hostilities again escalated in the late summer of 1954, the U.S. and the ROC 

entered a mutual defense treaty.  By this time, tensions had risen to the point that the U.S. even considered the 

use of nuclear weapons against the PRC.  The 1951 letter sheet that was not restricted for use in Taiwan was 

issued specifically for use by the residents (military and civilian) of these offshore islands. 

Treatment.  Shown are mint and used (some with payment for additional services) examples of each sheet, 

and specimens where they exist.  Also included are the uses to which captured stock was put in the PRC. 

Difficulty Factor.  The sheets shown in the exhibit took 18 years to assemble.  Unused examples with payment 

for additional services are unusual.  The mint 1951 sheet not restricted for use in Taiwan is extremely scarce 

(fewer than 20 copies known).  The used copy even more so (fewer than ten copies known).  The specimen 

example is one of two known (the other being in the Taiwan Postal Museum).   

The unissued second print of the original sheet that is shown has markings on the reverse that indicate it was 

modified for use as an inventory form because of the shortage of paper.  It is very surprising that it has survived 

largely intact.  Most were either cut down or released with PRC obliteration of the indicia.   

Personal Research.  I have endeavored to place these sheets in their historical context and to examine their 

relationship to changing postal rates and postal regulations pertaining to additional services and the treatment 

of mail to Hong Kong and Macau.  I was also the person who discovered the PRC obliteration on the first print 

of the original sheet.  The PRC obliteration was previously known only on the second print. 
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